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Special thanks to Our Lord Jesus Christ for his powerful healing hand
which enabled us to have children and to my church The Revival
Fellowship for all their prayers and support...

Let me explain...

My name is Allan Wilson and in December 1986 I became a born again
Christian, I was baptized by full immersion and received God's Holy
Spirit with the Bible evidence of speaking in tongues...

I once was a compulsive gambler, however through the power of Jesus
Christ my life changed dramatically, with gambling, smoking
cigarettes, drinking alcohol and swearing all ceasing within the first
few weeks of my conversion...

In 1990 my wife Michele was also born again.

After 10 years of marriage we seemed never likely to be able to have
children, however through the loving prayers of our brothers and
sisters in the Lord we were blessed with our first born son Samuel in
1995...

It was then the doctor discovered she had very advanced
endometrioses (a condition which can cause infertility and
miscarriages), despite this medical condition the Lord was doubly
gracious, with Michele giving birth to twins Benjamin and Nathan in
1998...

To learn more about our fellowship go to: http://www.trf.org.au




Speaking in Tongues

Acts 2:4

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in
one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance.

Churches or individuals who have experienced the infilling of the Holy Spirit with
the evidence of speaking in tongues are called Pentecostal because it was on
the day of Pentecost that this miraculous event first occurred.

Well to explain it in context, let’s have a look at the three feasts that Israel were
commanded to keep each year. Remember that the things of the Old Testament
were a type or shadow of things to come...

Exodus 23:14-16

Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year. Thou shalt keep the
feast of unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as |
commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou camest
out from Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty:) And the feast of
harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: And the
feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in
thy labours out of the field.

When you have a full appreciation of these feast days and their New Testament
reality you will be amazed at the awesome planning and precision timing of our
Mighty God....
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% The Feast Of Unleaven Bread also known as the Passover
% The Feast Of Harvest also known as Pentecost

¥% The Feast Of Ingathering

1 Corinthians 5:7-8
Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are
unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us

keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and
wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

When we read the account of the passover in Exodus chapter 12 and it is
absolutely mind blowing how accurately it foreshadowed in type the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ.

Refer to our passover booklet for more details. However for now it is enough for
us to know that Jesus was sacrificed as our passover lamb so that we could be...

9 Delivered out of bondage

9 Have a new beginning

9 Death passed over us (eternal life)
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Exodus 23:19-21

The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the
LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk. Behold, | send
an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place
which | have prepared. Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for
he will not pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him.

This is very interesting. The firstfruits are to be gathered into the house of the
Lord.

1 Corinthians 12:13

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body

Ephesians 1:22-23

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things
to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

The firstfruits are to be gathered into the house of the Lord, which is the
body of Christ — the church. And we get into the house of the Lord by being
baptized in the spirit.
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James 1:18

Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures.

We are told in the scriptures that we are new creatures in Christ Jesus...

1 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new.

Remember the day of pentecost is... Exodus 23:16 And the feast of harvest, the
firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field:

Matthew 13:3-9

And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went
forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the
fowls came and devoured them up: Some fell upon stony places, where they had
not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of
earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no
root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up,
and choked them: But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some
an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. Who hath ears to hear, let him
hear.

10
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Matthew 13:18-23

Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. When any one heareth the word of
the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and
catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed
by the way side. But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he
that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in
himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth
because of the word, by and by he is offended. He also that received seed
among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he that
received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and
understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

We will cover another parable later which clearly shows the field is the world...
but for now from the above we can see the fact that...

The sower is Jesus and the seed he is sowing is the word of
God and when we put it all together we discover that the day of
pentecost gave him the firstfruits of his labours ...

Once again we see the answer to the question... What was pentecost?

It was the day that saw the firstfruits of Jesus labor. All of his ministry, all of his
sufferings, all of his sowing and planting of the seed — the precious word of God
had finally come to fruition and the the firstfruits of his harvest was now ready.

In further explaining the Feast of harvest — Pentecost. We read the
following scripture.

Exodus 34:22 ....of the firstfruits of wheat harvest.

It is even further refined here to the firstfruits of the wheat harvest...

11




Speaking in Tongues

Matthew 3:11-12

| indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is
mightier than |, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly
purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the
chaff with unquenchable fire.

The day of pentecost so clearly demonstrates the day that Jesus was gathering
HIS wheat into THE garner (the church) that the word of God is nothing short of
amazing in it’s fulfilment and accuracy.

How great is the design of our heavenly creator... But just as we stand amazed
at his incredible word — it even gets better.

SPEED
LIMIT

20

And it was also the 50™ day after passover that Israel entered into the old
testament covenant with God when Moses received the law. It is not by
coincidence that the outpouring of the Spirit also happened for the first time on
the very same day...

Hebrews 10:15-17

Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before,
This is the covenant that | will make with them after those days, saith the
Lord, | will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will | write them;
And their sins and iniquities will | remember no more

12
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We won’t dwell too much on this feast in this book however it is good to know the
last of the feasts clearly points to the return of our Lord Jesus when he will
gather his elect from the four corners of the earth...

Matthew 13:24-30

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is
likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: But while men slept, his
enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when the
blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So
the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow
good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An
enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and
gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up
also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the
time of harvest | will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and
bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

Matthew 13:37-43

He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of
man; The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom;
but the tares are the children of the wicked one; The enemy that sowed them
is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.
As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the
end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall
gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And
shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

When we see how wonderful the plan of God is and how everything so neatly ties
together in his wonderful word it so disappointing when the children of the wicked
one try to spoil such an easy to follow gospel.

13
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Why do people today belittle this experience?

When we have already clearly seen from all of what we have covered so far that
receiving the Holy Spirit AND speaking in tongues is the direct result of the
seed planted by Jesus — it is the beginning of his harvest.

Matthew 24:30-31

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

14
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Let’'s summarise what we have learned so far...

™ Churches or individuals who have experienced the infilling of the Holy Spirit
with the evidence of speaking in tongues are called Pentecostal because it
was on the day of Pentecost that this miraculous event first occurred.

™ Jesus was sacrificed as our passover lamb so that we could be...
Delivered out of bondage. Have a new beginning. Death passover us (eternal
life).

™ The firstfruits are to be gathered into the house of the Lord which is the
body of Christ — the church. And we get into the house of the Lord by
being baptized in the spirit.

™ The sower is Jesus and the seed he is sowing is the word of God and when
we put it all together we discover that the day of pentecost gave him the
firstfruits of his labours .

™ The day of pentecost so clearly demonstrates the day that Jesus was
gathering HIS wheat into THE garner (the church) that the word of God is
nothing short of amazing in it’s fulfilment and accuracy.

™ And it was also the 50" day after passover that Israel entered into the old
testament covenant with God when Moses received the law. It is not by
coincidence that the outpouring of the Spirit also happened for the first time
on the very same day...

™ Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said
before, This is the covenant that | will make with them after those days,
saith the Lord, | will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will
| write them; And their sins and iniquities will | remember no more

™ The feast of ingathering clearly points to the return of our Lord Jesus
when he will gather his elect from the four corners of the earth...

15
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Remember the day of pentecost represents the firstfruits of the harvest.
How did this take place?

By the infilling of the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues.

Let’s progress further now, with our study about speaking in tongues...

Acts 2:4-13

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling at
Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. Now when this
was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because
that every man heard them speak in his own language.

And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not
all these which speak Galilaeans? And how hear we every man in our own
tongue, wherein we were born?

Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in
Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt,
and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and
proselytesCretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the
wonderful works of God.

And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What
meaneth this? Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.

How amazing that not much has changed over the course of the last 2000
years. The same thing is still happening today! People are being wonderful filled
with God’s Holy Spirit and speaking tongues. Others are stilled confounded!
Other’s are still mocking and making all sorts of false assumptions and the
question still remains...

16
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Let the bible speak... Let Peter answer the question...

Acts 2:14-21

But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye
men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and
hearken to my words: For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is
but the third hour of the day.

But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass
in the last days, saith God, | will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams:

And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in those days
of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: And | will shew wonders in heaven above,
and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: The sun
shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and
notable day of the Lord come: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

It is God pouring out his spirit!

17
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FIRE

1 Corinthians 14:22

Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that
believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them
which believe.

Oh I can almost hear the howls of protest already. | am a believer so | don’t need
it... | am a believer so I'm saved...

James 2:19-20
Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe,
and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?

The devils believe — are they saved?

Too many times people grapple with individual words or aspects of God'’s plan
instead of dealing with the whole.

We’re saved by faith. We’re saved by grace. We're saved by the blood of the
lamb and so on. It’s all the same thing.

% How does God save the believer?
¥ How does God impart his grace?
% How are we saved by faith?

You see God poured out his grace on the day of pentecost when he infilled his
people with the Holy Ghost. It was only made possible by the blood of Christ. It
was only made possible because of God'’s grace. But none the less one aspect
doesn’t stop the other. They are all intricately woven together — we need all of
God’s fullness.

You say you believe. But in which Jesus do you believe? You see there are
many Jesus’ preached to us today. Do you believe in the Jesus of the bible or do
you believe in a Jesus invented by the tares — the children of the wicked one? Or
do you believe in a Jesus that has been invented by your own imagination?

18
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Do you believe in a God whose marvellous plan involves every aspect we have
spoken about so far or do you only believe in the parts that make you
comfortable?

Tongues are a sign!

On that first day when they were all filled with the Holy Ghost it was a sign to
prompt others to ask what meaneth this?

Acts 10:44-46

While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard
the word. And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many
as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of
the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.

% How did they know that the Gentiles had received the Holy Spirit?
% Why were they astonished?

Because they heard them speak in tongues. They saw the evidence. They
saw the sign.

Acts 19:1-7

And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed
through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said
unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said
unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And
he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized?

And they said, Unto John's baptism. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the
baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him
which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands
upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and
prophesied. And all the men were about twelve.

19
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Also note that this is how the church at Ephesus began.

When we read the wonderful things in the epistle to the Ephesians about being
sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise and receiving the down payment or earnest
of our inheritance... it is to this experience that it is referring to.

Notice Paul’s first question to these people.

They said they believed.

They were disciples.

We come across this all the time. The same question still has to be asked today
— Have you received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?

Notice Paul’s astonishment when they answered no. Unto what were ye
baptized?

What are you believing?

Who have you been listening to?
What are you doing?

You must have the Holy Ghost!

20
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1 Corinthians 14:21-22

In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will | speak
unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.
Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that
believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them
which believe.

The above scripture is quoted from...

Isaiah 28:11-12

For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. To

whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest;
and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

Now isn’t this a wonderful fulfilment of scripture...

Jesus said...

Matthew 11:28

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you
rest.

21
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How often have we heard this scripture quoted in our life time. But once again |
pose the question...

How is Jesus giving the rest?
Acts 2:32-33
This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by

the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear

Answer... With stammering lips and another tongue (speaking in tongues)!

Acts 3:19

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.

22
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Let’s further examine things a little bit more...

9 Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance

9 Acts 10:45-46 On the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy
Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.

9 Acts 19:6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost
came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

9 Acts 2:32-33 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are
witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted , and
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost , he
hath shed forth this , which ye now see and hear.

What Happened?

% They Spoke In Tongues...

What Is It?

% Evidence Of God’s Holy Spirit...

Where Does It Come From?

% From heaven.

Who Does It Come From?

% From Jesus

Who Is It For?

% For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

23
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Jesus is risen from the dead and sitting at the right hand of the Father exalted.
Everytime someone is filled with the Holy Ghost and speaking in tongues it
proves his resurrection.

Acts 2:32-33

This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore
being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see
and hear.

As we covered earlier Jesus is at the right hand of God sending the Holy Ghost...
This is the explanation Peter gave to the people about speaking in tongues.

What dangerous ground do many tread today who say that speaking in
tongues is of the devil — Fancy saying that something that comes from
above comes from beneath...

John 3:1-8

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The
same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a
teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest,
except God be with him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, |
say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.

Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter
the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily,
verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye
must be born again.

The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is
born of the Spirit.
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WARNING: You CAN NOT ENTER the kingdom of God unless you are born
from above...

How are you born from above?

The day of pentecost and Peters explanation of it clearly demonstrated how to be
born from above... by receiving the Holy Spirit.

Let’s further examine verse 8 above...

The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the
Spirit...

This might seem like a mouthful in the old English. But let’s just look at it on face
value...

9 The wind blows and you can HEAR THE SOUND of it.
9 You can not tell where it comes from or where it goes — You CAN’T SEE IT.
9 Sois EVERYONE thatis BORN OF THE SPIRIT

Take your time soaking in the above passage. It is telling us that even though
you can not see the wind you can identify it by the sound that it makes — this

scripture is also telling us that there is a sound that identifies everyone who is
born of the spirit
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Do you know what it mostly is translated as?

Pneuma = spirit

In this whole chapter every where pneuma was used it was translated as spirit.

So doesn'’t it make sense that the very same word should have the very same
meaning in verse 87 The very same verse even finished with... so is everyone
that is born of the spirit (pneuma). Of course no one can be born of the wind.

Even more interesting is the word sound is from the Greek word phone.

You know what it means?

9 Sound

9 Voice

9 Of the sound of uttered words
9 Speech

9 Of a language

9 Tongue.

The verse should read...
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The SPIRIT moves where it listeth, and thou HEAREST
the LANGUAGE (tongue) thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is EVERY
ONE that is born of the Spirit...

Wow! This Is The Real Royal Telephone...

1 Corinthians 14:2

For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto
God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.

How often do you hear that tongues was to speak the gospel to other nations?

Yet here the scripture clearly says — No man understands him.

9 He who speaks in tongues does not speak to men.

9 He who speaks in tongues speaks to God.

It is the royal telephone. The way we can communicate directly with God.

1 Corinthians 14:4
He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself...

Many critics say what is the use of tongues, it’s only to edify yourself, therefore is
no good for anyone else.

But how can you build others up if you’re not built up yourself? If we want to do
the best by God and for others then make sure we are fully charged up in the
Lord...

27




Speaking in Tongues

How?

= "jl
Romans 8:26

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.

Jude 1:20

But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the
Holy Ghost.

John 4:23-24

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God
is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him
in spirit and in truth...

God is a spirit and they that worship him MUST worship him in spirit and truth!

We must speak the heavenly language — the language sent down from
heaven by Jesus.

If we want to speak to someone from England we speak English, someone from
Spain we speak Spanish, someone from France we speak French...

Well if you want to get in contact with heaven then you better speak the
language of the spirit.

1 Corinthians 14:14
For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth,...
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Zephaniah 3:9

For then will | turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the
name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent.

Now let’s look at another aspect of speaking in tongues...

The Tower Of Babel...
Genesis 11:1-9

The first time God used diverse languages was to send Judgement upon sinful
mankind.

Note what they were doing...
Building a tower!

Man trying to elevate himself to God’s level. Also note the modern science of the
day.

It seems ludicrous to us now that we know all about space travel that these
people thought they could actually build a tower that could reach heaven...

One wonders what great things of modern science we believe today that will
appear just as ludicrous to future generations...

Also note that they were scattered abroad throughout all the earth...
This ties in with Pentecostal tongues — God bringing judgement but instead of the

death sentence as we deserved under the Old Testament law God imparted his
grace upon us by giving us his Holy Spirit which in turn gives eternal life...
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Acts 8:4

Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.

Isaiah 28:11-12

For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. To
whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and
this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

We have already covered this scripture thoroughly in previous chapters of this
book however there is another aspect to it...

Judgement
This was a prophecy against the kingdom of Ephraim (the Northern Kingdom of

Israel). They were taken over by the Assyrians and the foreign language in their
midst would always remind them of God'’s judgement on their sins.

On the day of pentecost God poured out his judgement. We are all sinners...
Romans 3:23

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. And therefore are all worthy ¢
the death penalty under the Old Testament law...

Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
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With unmerited favor...

Grace...

God filled us with the Holy Ghost and FIRE and instead of dying we lived and not
only did we escape the death penalty we were given eternal life...

Speaking in tongues is also a sign of God’s judgement. It shows that our sins
have been dealt with, it shows that God has not only judged but pardoned us.

Fire is always associated with God’s judgement...

We read of Sodom and Gomorrah being destroyed by fire, we see the final
judgement in the book of Revelation being the Lake of Fire.

We see salvation coming with the Holy Ghost and fire...

And instead of fire destroying us it burns up the sin in our lifes and keeps us
alive...

Matthew 3:11-12

| indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is
mightier than |, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly
purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the
chaff with unquenchable fire.

When we are filled with the Holy Ghost the fire burns up all of the chaff in our life.
We become the temple of the living God and just as Jesus literally overthrew the
tables of the money changers and drove them out of the temple he overthrows
and drives out the bad elements out of our lifes so that we can be called the
house of prayer...

So to summarise — speaking in tongues is to remind us and all that hear it
that God has judged. That God has dealt with sin...
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T \E'

Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for
it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your
hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.

James 5:7-8

Who is the precious fruit of the earth?

We have already established that Pentecost was the feast of firstfruits. The
husbandman is God the Father and we can see in the early church history there
was a huge outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The early rain!

And now in these last days it is happening again — the latter rain has well and
truly begun... The Lord draws nigh.
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1 Corinthians 14:26-29

How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a
psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation.
Let all things be done unto edifying. If any man speak in an unknown tongue,
let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one
interpret. But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let
him speak to himself, and to God. Let the prophets speak two or three, and let
the other judge.

We can’t improve on God’s perfect Holy Ghost meeting...

When we come together we sing, we have the sermon, we have tongues,
interpretation and prophecy.

No more then 2 or the most 3 to speak in tongues, followed by the interpretation
and then 2 or 3 speak out in prophecy. A signs following ministry.

Many use 1 Corinthians 12 to claim that not all speak in tongues. And this is true
—in the Church meeting. Not all speak out with the gift of tongues in a church
meeting, this is another step in faith.

This has nothing to do with speaking in tongues when receiving the Holy Spirit -
as everyone has the sound of the Spirit...

To use Corinthians 12 to say that not all speak in tongues is like saying that not
all have faith. You see faith is listed as one of the spiritual gifts in this chapter as
well and we know that the scriptures say that without faith it is impossible to
please God.

But in this chapter it is talking about a faith at another level the same as

tongues - the next level is speaking out in the gifts during a church
meeting.
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But didn't Paul say, 'Tongues shall cease?'

Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether
there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish
away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is
perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away...

Yes, Paul did say that...

However, this quotation is commonly taken out of context. What Paul said was
that tongues, prophesies, and knowledge would all cease when that which
is perfect shall come...

- the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

That appointed time according to the Bible was to be when we would see the
Lord: 'face to face', that is, when he has returned. 1 Corinthians 13:12.

All agree that we live in the last days that fulfil Daniels prophecy...

Danid 12:4

But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the
end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.

We are clearly living in the days of many running to and fro and thanks to modern
day satellites and computers knowledge is continuing to increase at a mind
boggling pace...

Clearly as knowledge and prophesy have not ceased, neither have tongues.

Thus, tongues shall cease, but not until the Lord returns.
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Well, even if tongues are available, surely tongues can only
come by the laying on of apostles' hands?

We see various accounts in the book of Acts where people received the Spirit
with the Bible evidence of speaking in tongues.

In Acts 2:4, 120 people including the apostles themselves, received the Holy
Spirit/Tongues, on the day of Pentecost, without the laying on of hands of any
other human.

Later, as recorded in Acts 9:17, Paul the Apostle received the Spirit when
Annanias laid his hands on him. Yet, Annanias was not an apostle, simply a
disciple.

Subsequently, in Acts 10:44 Cornelius and his household were converted as
Peter spoke the words of salvation. No 'laying on of hands' occurred here.

Don't you just speak a babble when you speak in tongues?

On the day of Pentecost, the disciples were speaking some recognisable
languages and God went so far as to ratify this by having many witnesses there
on that day to testify to the fact that they were speaking identifiable languages.

We are told however, that the languages given by God may not necessarily be
identifiable by man since He said there would be tongues of men and angels,
1 Corinthians 13:1.

Since angels and men and women of all nations and languages are not available
to ratify whether the tongues are of men or of angels, or not, it is not possible to
prove whether a tongue is a known language on every occasion.

There is no basis however, for concluding that because there is no-one there to
understand a tongue that it must be a babble.

'For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to his people.
To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and
this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.' Isaiah 28:11, 12.
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Isn't speaking in tongues for preaching?

It is sometimes proposed by those who are not filled with the Holy Spirit, that
tongues was a tool given by God to preach His word to those visitors to the
region at the time of Pentecost.

Superficially, this argument appears plausible.

However, the story told in the first two chapters of Acts demonstrates that the
disciples were not preaching but rather initially, praying for the Holy Ghost.
Acts 2:1-4.

Although the visitors overheard the Galileans speaking miraculously in foreign
languages, they were certainly not being preached to.

Indeed, if tongues were being used for preaching there would not have been a
need for Peter to have stood up and explained to the crowd in his own language
what had just happened. Acts 2:14-40.

Paul tells us that it is with an understanding language, and not a tongue of the
Spirit that is to be used for preaching. '...| had rather speak five words with my
understanding, that by my voice | might teach others also, than ten thousand
words in an unknown tongue.' 1 Corinthians 14:19.

The apostle had earlier said, 'For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue
speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him...
1 Corinthians 14:2.

There are no accounts in the Bible of tongues being used for preaching.
Speaking in tongues is not for preaching but for prayer to God Jude 20,21.
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Why didn't Jesus speak in tongues?

Jesus lived under the Old Testament Law, of which tongues was not a part
although it was prophesied in it, in Isaiah 28:11.

He came to usher in the New Testament. In Mark 16, Jesus indicated that

tongues would be one of the signs that would follow New Testament believers.

Hence, speaking in tongues was neither a part of the law nor of Jesus' personal
ministry. The New Testament and tongues could only come into force after the
death of the testator, Jesus Himself. Hebrews 9:15-17.

Thus tongues could not be in force while Jesus was alive.

Jesus did not speak in tongues because He was not supposed to nor did He
have any need to. Jesus did not need to be converted nor did He require any
assistance in His communication with the Father.

He was and is one with the Father and the Holy Spirit.

Jesus did not say He would speak in tongues, He said we would. Mark 16:17.
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Why speak in tongues if you do not know what you are saying?

As previously discussed, speaking in tongues is designed by God for speaking to
Him and to no other 1 Corinthians 14:2.

In the book of James, we are told that the tongue is an unruly member that no
man can tame - at one time we can praise God with it and the next, we can curse
our brother. James 3:3-13.

It is not surprising that God has chosen to tame the most unruly member of our
body and uses it to create a new language, pure and undefiled with which we
might speak to Him.

Paul writes, 'Likewise the Spirit helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession with
groanings which cannot be uttered.

And He that searches the heart knoweth what is in the mind of the Spirit,
because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.'
Romans 8:26,27.

Jude tells us that praying 'in the Spirit' edifies builds us up spiritually Jude 20.

'If ye then being evil know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much
more shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask?'
Luke 11:13.
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Isn't it possible for tongues to be of the devil?

No! In Luke 11, Jesus teaches the disciples to pray, particularly so that they
might receive the Holy Spirit Luke 11:13 and reassures them by stating that their
heavenly Father would only give good gifts. While people were seeking God, He
certainly would not allow them to receive something spurious.

Interestingly, the next story in Luke relates to Jesus casting a demon out of a
dumb man and being accused of having done so by the power of the devil. Jesus
Christ, who was perfect, blameless and without sin, had an impeccable
testimony.

He demonstrated all of the fruit of the Spirit. He loved, forgave, uplifted and
healed. He demonstrated mercy, kindness, temperance, gentleness, faith, and
miracles. Finally, he gave his life for mankind.

In fact, when a person receives the Holy Spirit, that is, when they speak in
tongues, it is common that then, or shortly after, ungodly practices and influences
such as alcohol, drugs, cigarettes, bad language, gambling immorality and so on
leave them. In other words, the conversion is to a Godly life, not the opposite.
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Isn't speaking in tongues the least of the gifts?

There are people who quote the list in 1 Corinthians 12:28 and make the
assumption that because 'diversities of tongues' is the last mentioned, it must be
the least important.

Note that it is not the last mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10.

Some even go so far as to say that it is therefore not necessary at all.

There is no evidence to suggest that the order in which items appear in Scripture
signify the greatest to least importance.

For example, consider the Ten Commandments Ex 20. Can we say that the 4th
commandment...Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. was more
important than the 6th commandment thou shalt not kill?

Consider also the list of the work of the flesh in Galations 5:19-21. Would one
say 'murderers' which appears 15th down the list is less a work of the flesh than
say, 'wrath' which appears at position 107?

Rather than attaching various levels of importance to the blessings of God and
then perhaps even eliminating those we think less significant, surely we should
happily embrace and appreciate all that God offers.

| hope you enjoyed this book.

| strongly recommend my Christian Affirmations Package and Newsletter at:
http://www.positivepoweraffirmations.com/

God Bless
Allan Wilson
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