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Don’t Be A No Hoper

| am going to discuss today about NOT being a no hoper. What a
bunch of no hopers... Have you ever heard that saying before?

Here is a simple equation for you...

No God = No Hoped

As | was preparing these thoughts | was dwelling on some of the
things the Lord has done and it really makes you grateful. Do a
search through the scriptures sometime and see for yourself what
God has done for us.

Research all of the promises of God.

Then of course the theme of this ebook is hope and it is another very
worth while topic to research through the scriptures. Go through the
scriptures and discover how many times the word hope is used
especially in reference to us.

From reading about hope the term ‘no hoper’ popped into my head. |
have probably used this phrase a thousand times or so in my life at
some stage or another. | grew up with that phrase being used in my
household.

| would quite often hear someone say ‘Oh he’s a no hoper’ or ‘they’'re
a bunch of no hopers’.

How do you get no hopers in a bunch?
These are sayings or phrases Australians use in everyday life and |

have never even give them a thought before and so | decided to try
and find where this phrase originated from.
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So | jumped on the net and did a quick search to see if | could find
the answer but after about 5 minutes or so of not being able to find
the answer | gave up.

But it really just basically means... No Hope!

It means destined for failure. And when someone calls others a no
hoper they are really writing them off aren’t they?

It really is a sort of derogative saying...
But we who are in the Lord have exactly the opposite.

We HAVE hope.

We are not no-hopers and basically it can all be summed up by
saying where there is no God there is no hope.

Whenever there is God we have hope.
And as | mentioned before these thoughts started off by looking at the

things God has done and imagining how tragic it would be to have
a life without God.

Genesis Chapter 1

In the beginning God created the heaven and .‘ Eﬁ

the earth.

The first thing is if it wasn’t for God we wouldn’t even be here.
There would be no life without God. In the beginning God created
the heaven and the earth.
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He gave us what we have.

He gave us this planet and he gave us the heavens.

And the earth was without form, and void; and

darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the g’\k—f’
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. %‘f y
And God said, Let there be light: and there was

light.

So God gave us light. | was just thinking and it is a simple thought
from one of our brother’s testimony when he said he really
appreciates creation since he has come to the Lord.

| personally have never been one to sit out there and admire nature. |
appreciate a good view for about a minute and then get bored with it.

There are trees and whatever... I've never been right into it but going
through these scriptures you just can’t help to get appreciative of
what God has done.

You just can’t help appreciating the creation he has given us. | don'’t
know about you but | like seeing where I’'m going. | don’t mind a bit of
light. Imagine a world without light. God gave us that. God gave us
light.

Plain and simple!

We can go into the spiritual reference there of light and darkness. He
gave us light when we came to the Lord but in just the natural realm
he gave us light. He gave us the ability to see and to go out and enjoy
everything we do outside.
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Everything we enjoy outdoors God was the one who made it
possible.

We couldn’t do it without God.

And God saw the light, that it was good: and God
divided the light from the darkness. And God called
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
the evening and the morning were the first day. And
God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the
waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.
And God made the firmament, and divided the waters
which were under the firmament from the waters
which were above the firmament: and it was so. And
God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening
and the morning were the second day.

Back there where it said the earth was void, without form and
darkness covered it... God changed that.

Void means useless.

This is what the earth was like without God.

It was a dark, useless and empty thing. But God changed it and did
so for you and I.

Before we came to the Lord we were like the earth was in the
beginning. We were useless empty things, we were void. We were
without understanding, we were separated from the things of God, we
were without form and void and God shaped us and molded us and
changed us.
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He put light into us. Changed us by the Spirit of God the in same way
he fashioned the earth.

Separated us from darkness.

And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be
gathered together unto one place, and let the dry
land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry
land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters
called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.

How amazing. We take it for granted the oceans and the lakes and
the damns. God gave us those things. He gave us dry land. | don’t
mind walking on dry land to be honest. Don’t you? It would be a bit
messy walking through wet stuff all the time. God gave us all of
these privileges that we take for granted everyday.

It would not be possible without God.

There would be no fishing without God. Really... everything that we
do... our existence... our life... our breath... all of our enjoyment...
all of our pleasures... EVERYTHING... has been given to us by
God.

Without God there would be nothing.

And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his &% j‘
kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it ‘t
was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb

yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit,

whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw

that it was good. And the evening and the morning

were the third day.
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Again everything that we have from the grass, herbs, etc. etc. is there
because of God. Next time you are mowing the lawn, remember you
are doing that because of God.

God gave you that grass, he gave us everything. Really think about...
people say God doesn’t exist... It is amazing that the created thing
can say that the creator doesn’t exist.

It just blows my mind that the toy basically can say to the child you
don’t exist or the clock can say that the person that made it doesn’t
exist. It just blows my mind.

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of
the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let
them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and
years: And let them be for lights in the firmament of the
heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. And
God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the
day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the
stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the
heaven to give light upon the earth

Amazing... He gave us the stars, the moon, the Sun, the planets. |
love this verse here how he made the Sun and the moon and then he
made the stars also. Made the stars also... almost like a small deal.

| don’t know about you but I'm sure we like going out at night and
looking up at the stars and really appreciating the handiwork of God.
What God has given us.

It's all possible with God.
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And God said, Let the waters bring forth
abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and
fowl that may fly above the earth in the open
firmament of heaven. And God created great
whales, and every living creature that moveth,
which the waters brought forth abundantly, after
their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind:
and God saw that it was good. And God blessed
them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the
waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the
earth. And the evening and the morning were the
fifth day.

He made every living creature.

Birds, fish, animals just think about this. Africa for example: people
travel over there and are in awe as they watch the wildlife. We are all
fascinated by the lions, giraffes, and zebras. Most people are
astounded by these things and there are television shows based
upon them that are very popular because people are truly fascinated
by it.

God gave us that.

God created all that. Without him there would be none of that. Every
creature... | remember fishing up in the Gosford area one night and |
pulled this thing out of the sea that was some form of squid and it was
the ugliest, weirdest thing you would ever see in your life and |
thought God’s got a sense a humor.

Why would you create something that looks like that?
All manner of things he has created. He has created the lot and we

should appreciate what he has done and not take it for granted as the
world in general has.

10
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And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living
creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing,
and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was
so. And God made the beast of the earth after his
kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and
God saw that it was good. And God said, Let us
make man in our image, after our likeness: and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle,
and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God
created man in his own image, in the image of
God created he him; male and female created he
them.

We owe our very existence to God.

Not only wouldn’t there be a heaven or an earth to start with we as
creature, the human race would not exist. We owe our very life,
existence and everything we have to God Almighty.

And God blessed them, and God said unto them,
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth,
and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
And God said, Behold, | have given you every
herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all
the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit
of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.
And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl
of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon
the earth, wherein there is life, | have given every
green herb for meat: and it was so. And God saw
every thing that he had made, and, behold, it
was very good. And the evening and the morning
were the sixth day
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Be fruitful and multiply — we wouldn’t have kids if it wasn’t for God.
During school holidays you might not think that’s so great but he gave
us the pleasure of having kids and as people who have had children
will tell you there might be a lot of drama and the rest of it but | tell
you what there is nothing like it is there?

I’m sure it’s a part of his plan to teach us to nurture and to look after
and to love as the Father in heaven loves his children on earth.

God have us that opportunity.

And of course he created stuff for us to eat as well. Food... all the
food on our tables God made for us.

This whole introduction is to just drive home the point that without
God there would be nothing.

Without God life would be meaningless.

Without God there would be no light. There would be no pleasure, no
enjoyment. Without God we would have nothing.

We owe our entire existence to God. Our living, our breathing and
everything to God.

Psalm 53:1

To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, Maschil,
A Psalm of David. The fool hath said in his
heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and
have done abominable iniquity: there is none
that doeth good.

The fool has said — the no hoper has said there is no God.

12
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We have just seen from the introduction of the Bible that we owe
everything to God. Yet — | think in these days more so then ever
before in history there is such a lack of respect for our creator.

And it is the fool who says in his heart there is no God and it amazes
me and it really amazes me that it is the intellectuals of this world that
tend to say there is no God.

It says here that fools say there is no good. That is quite a
contradiction...

Just imagine life without God.

Let’s forget that he created everything to start with and we get to
enjoy everything only because God made it. Let’s just say that it all
did just somehow appear then without God there would be just total
lawlessness.

Where there is no fear of God there is no fear of judgment, no fear of
reprisal there would be just total lawlessness.

There would be wars, there would be depressions, and there would
be suicides... hang on...

that is the world we are living in isn’t it?

This is where the phrase no hoper comes into it because where
there is no God there is no hope and sadly more and more kids
today have never even heard of Jesus Christ.

Most of them have never heard of the characters in the Bible, most of
them have never been to a Sunday school of any sort, most of them
have parents who never talk about God at all — at least not nicely.

13
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We have a generation of people now who are estranged from the
Bible and anything Biblical.

And it is no coincidence folks that there is a high suicide rate because
where there is no God there is no hope.

Where there is no God there is only difficulties and problems.

It is a very sad state that people are in and it makes our job even
more urgent to proclaim the hope that is available through Jesus
Christ.

That there is hope of deliverance, that there is a God and that there
is a life worth living.

Ephesians 2:12

That at that time ye were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having
no hope, and without God in the world:

It's really a very sad thing that is the lot of most people. They are
without God in the world having no hope.

| Thessalonians 4:13

But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,

concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow RIP
not, even as others which have no hope. For if we

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so

them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring

with him.
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When people die in the Lord, sure there is sadness and stuff but we
are not to be like others who have got no hope. We have the hope...
we have the hope of the resurrection... we have the hope of eternal
life.

We are not no-hopers. People without God have no hope but when
you come to God you should be absolutely full of hope. To me there
is nothing greater... especially when you have got children... to have
God in your life.

| heard this testimony of a young girl who had leukemia and the
sickness went on for years. She was in and out of hospital for years,
five, six or seven years. Eventually she was totally healed of this
leukemia while all others around her were dying — and she had the
most severe form of leukemia.

Now everyone who heard of this miraculous healing was amazed and
as they should be however | was thinking of the parents.

Six or seven years of turning up to hospital seeing your child on the
verge of death, day in and day out while trying to maintain your life.

Trying to stay working, looking after the rest of the family... amazing
faith from those parents.

What would it have been like without God?
You see while ever they had God they had hope and that hope

materialized with a healing. Without God it’s all over, its game, set
and match.

All you have left is despair and anguish but praise the Lord we have
the hope that has been given to us through our Lord Jesus Christ.

15
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Acts 26:8
Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you,
that God should raise the dead?

This verse of scripture leaps out at me every time | read it.

This is our hope and calling. Our hope is in the resurrection power of
Jesus Christ. Our hope is more then just living our life on this earth
and that’s it. This life is just our first innings (as in a cricket analogy).
It would be a pretty miserable existence of we only got one shot.

However through Jesus Christ we look forward to eternal life and it is
not an incredible thing. Think about anything else in our life, | mean
anything and everything, and then compare it with being raised from
the dead.

If we shouldn’t think that it is an incredible thing for God to raise the
dead then it makes all of our other problems and difficulties that we
want God to deal with look fairly ordinary doesn't it?

God can do all things for us — don’t think it an incredible thing.

Another favourite saying from the scriptures that | like is that God is
no respecter of persons.

Sometimes we think we’re not good enough — well I've got news for
you... No one is good enough.

Plain and simple... If he heals Joe Blow he can heal you.

16
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God is no respecter of persons.

This saying really hit home for us when my wife and | couldn’t have
children many, many years ago, we would here testimonies from
people who would testify that were in the same situation of not being
able to have children, praying to the Lord and the Lord healing them
and giving them children.

We heard the talks about Abram being called Abraham which means
the father of many nations before he had even one child.

We put faith into action but a lot of years went by but something
struck home and especially to me when someone said “Listen to
those testimonies carefully” — Listen to them carefully because God is
no respecter of persons.

What he is doing in that persons life... the miracles he has done in
that persons life... he can do for you.

God is no respecter of persons.

And it really hits home... Expect it... We sing a chorus called Expect
a Miracle Everyday... expect it. Look to the Lord and don’t put
yourself down.

We all know our own faults and we all know how lousy we can be but
God can do greater then we are able to imagine.

God is no respecter of persons... If he can raise up the dead and he
can do miracles everywhere then he can do them in your life.

17
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Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of B
Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by |
him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also
know: Him, being delivered by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken,
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:
Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains &
of death: because it was not possible that he

should be holden of it.

Acts 2:22-26 A |
|
|

For David speaketh concerning him, | foresaw the
Lord always before my face, for he is on my right
hand, that | should not be moved: Therefore did my
heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover
also my flesh shall rest in hope:

See the hope?

This is David seeing Jesus afar off. This is David just realizing what
Jesus would do and what he would bring. He was able to rest; he was
able to go to the grave in hope.

We have had a saying for years and it’s on the old grave stones —
rest in peace. Well it’s too late to rest in peace then isn’t it?

We should be resting in peace now!

Resting in the peace of the Lord.

David said when talking about this hope that his heart rejoiced. God
is such a hard task master isn’t he?

What's he want us to do?

18
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One commandment is to Rejoice and again | say rejoice!

O what a tough God. He wants us to be happy.

Rejoice... rejoice in the hope.

Enjoy your salvation.

David said my tongue was glad. When we got filled with the Holy
Ghost our tongue was made glad. Our tongue was loosed... But
moreover my flesh shall rest in hope!

We are not a bunch of no-hopers.
We have the hope of the Lord.

Romans 15:13

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope,
through the power of the Holy Ghost.

- 4

This little verse of scripture just about sums it all up. The God of
hope... that’'s why when we preach the gospel it is good news.

It is good news... we are giving people hope through God. With all
joy and peace in believing... When we are feeling down and
depressed is when we struggle to believe in God, it is when we start
looking towards to world perhaps... we lose the peace and the joy.

We forget the hope but when we believe in God believers are full of
hope, joy and peace. Because we have the hope and we are told we
may abound in hope... through the power of the Holy Ghost.
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What | love is the simplicity of being in the Lord. Maintain the power
of the Holy Ghost, stoking up the fire, it’s just the simple stuff we do
all the time. Praying in the spirit, reading the word... stoking up the

fire.

Nothing complicated at all. He hasn’t made it hard for us. He hasn’t
given us a yoke we can not bare or carry. He has given us a precious
hope.

Given — being the key word there. He has given it to us.

Titus Chapter 1:1-2 '
Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus F -~
Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and
the acknowledging of the truth which is after
godliness; In hope of eternal life_, which God,
that cannot lie_, promised before the world began;

God can not lie and he promised eternal life.

Eternal life... try to work it out. Try to count eternal. My kids would go
infinity + infinity + infinity... you can’t work it out. We can’t
comprehend a million years time let alone eternal.

Eternal life... what a promise.
What a hope.

No wonder we should be walking around with a smile on our dial. |
know before | came to the Lord | tried to fit everything in as fast as |
could. Time is running out and was busy squeezing in as much stuff
as | could, | wanted to do this and do that, | wanted to get it done and
| wanted to experience everything real quick because in reality our life
span is very short and I'm going to die soon.
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But when | came to the Lord | become a bit more laid back — Hey, I've
got eternity. I've got a long time. What’s the rush? We shouldn’t be
like ants running around or like chooks with their heads cut off.

Go park down the main street and just watch people passing by in
their normal day to day life. Everyone is flat out running to and fro.
We also can get trapped into it but let’s take some time out to be
grateful for what God has done for us.

1 John 3:1-3
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath =
bestowed upon us, that we should be called &,

the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth e b .
us not, because it knew him not. = <

5 ._:-:l.l'll kil J |'_|'I .

People are out there saying God doesn’t exist. People are out there
belittling Jesus or even acknowledging that God exists then who are
we to think they are going to acknowledge us?

Think about it.
We are called the sons of God. We are royalty.
| don’t understand why when | go down the street people aren’t lined

up yelling here he comes... another royal son of God. Why doesn'’t it
happen? They do it to other royal families why not to us?

Because they don’t even know we exist. They don’t even know God
exists.

Who are we to get upset about them not acknowledging us when they
don’t even acknowledge God?
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We are his sons and daughters. We are as good as invisible to them.

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is.

You could just meditate on that for months — we are the sons of God.
That is just so humbling.

And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself , even as
he is pure.

Every man that has this hope. You and | have this hope. We have
the hope that we will see Jesus Christ as he is.

Everyone that has this hope purifies himself — purifies — you can't
get much cleaner then that.

Purifies himself even as he is pure. We definitely are not a bunch of
no-hopers are we?

We have the hope through the calling of Jesus Christ.

Amen
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